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DESCRIPTION: In 1973 the legislature created the Office of Veterans' Affairs within the
Department of Social Services. As defined in the law ( Laws of Utah1977, ch. 171, sect. 3.),
the office was to "provide counseling on veterans' benefits; assistance to veterans or their
dependents in presenting claims against the United States or in establishing their rights to
benefits, compensation or privileges to which they are entitled under federal or state law; and
informational and advisory services to agencies."

These case files contain information pertinent to requests for information or assistance in
obtaining educational benefits, discharge upgrades, death benefits, loan guarantees, medical
benefits for self or dependents, pensions, etc. Most of the files begin with an information
sheet of basic data collected by the agency: name, address, phone number, social security
number, service dates, date and place of birth, what assistance needed, and who in the agency
has been assigned as the representative. Most files also have a memorandum of what actions
were taken in the case on what date.

Beyond the basic data, the content and extent of an individual file varies depending on the
request. Much of the additional information consists of photocopies of federal military records
requested by the Veterans' Affairs Office to help document the veteran's claim. Contents of
the file may include form letters and other correspondence, applications for compensation,
copies of vital statistics records (birth certificates, marriage certificates, divorce decrees, death
certificates), copies of discharge papers, complete service record copies, copies of medical
and dental records, and power of attorney appointing the Veterans' Affairs Office as
representative in a claim. Applications for benefits often include income information as many
benefits were provided only to veterans or their families having limited income. Complete
service records generally are included only when an individual has requested an upgrade in
his type of discharge from a dishonorable or general discharge to an honorable discharge in
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order to be eligible for benefits, a common request in these files.

In 1979, a legislative act reorganizing the Department of Social Services abolished the Office
of Veterans' Affairs ( Laws of Utah1979, ch.102, sect. 17).

ARRANGEMENT: The case files are alphabetical by veteran's surname.

RELATED RECORDS: Discharge papers of veterans who did not file for benefits for
military service during this period might be found in series 2794, MILITARY SEPARATION
RECORDS.

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: Private. Permission to use the records must be obtained from
the subjects of the records.

PROCESSING NOTE: Microfilmed in 1979. Archivally processed in 1990 by A.C. Cone.

CONTAINER LIST

Reel Description
1 Abate, James-Averitte, Joseph
2 Awalt, Robert-Beegle, Walter
3 Beemus, Dale-Bowden, Douglas
4 Bowerbank, George-Campbell, Harvey
5 Campbell, Joseph-Chavez, LeRoy
6 Chavis, David-Creeger, Clyde
7 Creger, Collin-Diefenderfer, James
8 Dives Backwards, Sam-Farnsworth, Melvin
9 Fattah, Basil-Galpin, John
10 Galvin, Artemio-Graham, Stephen
11 Grames, Richard-Hansen, Neal
12 Hansen, Steve-Hoops, Lance
13 Horspool, Glen-Johns, James
14 Johnson, Alfred-Kelley, Dean
15 Kelley, James-Larsen, James
16 Larsen, Karl-Maestas, James
17 Magee, Claude-McCollaum, Stimpson
18 McCollaum, Stimpson-Mote, Thomas
19 Mounteer, Rick-Oliver, Roger
20 Oliver, Walter-Peterson, Bert
21 Peterson, Craig-Reynolds, John
22 Reynolds, Verle-Santee, David
23 Satchell, Vernon-Sorensen, Don
24 Soto, Jose-Thompson, Kenneth
25 Thompson, Roger-Warenski, Ricky
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Reel Description
26 Warenski, Roger-Woods, Joseph
27 Workman, Dale-Zobell, Leonard
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